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January 14, 2024 – 8:00 a.m. 
Northport Village Corporation Board of Overseers 

Same Zoom link as below 
Board Training Workshop 

 
January 14, 2024 – 9:00 a.m. 

Meeting of the Northport Village Corporation Board of Overseers 
This is a hybrid meeting – in person* in the Community Room of Community Hall, 813 Shore Road, Northport, ME and virtually at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83323257818?pwd=VTJaOFZPVXZwWVVJUnRqckVONmVQdz09  

*This is a business meeting conducted in public; it is not a public meeting.  An opportunity for comments from members of the public is provided before the business 
meeting begins and end of the meeting.  Unless a question from the public can be answered definitively and very briefly, the Board usually does not engage in a dialog 
with a commenter.  If the speaker addresses an item on the Board’s agenda, the Board’s consideration at that time may respond to the speaker’s comments.  When 
recognized, a commenter should state their name and Village address and make their point briefly.  Depending on the number of public members who wish to address 
the Board and the length of the Board’s agenda, the presiding officer may establish a time limit for speakers.  Agenda items may be taken out of order to accommodate 
guests.  Remote participants will not be admitted to the meeting unless the participant’s name is identifiable.   

Meeting Agenda  

• Comments by members of the public. 
• Call to order business meeting. 
• Agenda review. 

Action Items and Reports 
• Approval of December 10, 2023 meeting minutes.* (Action) 
• President’s Report 
• Treasurer’s Report*  
• Village Agent Report* 

o Consideration of James Butter’s application for access to NVC property.* (Action) 
• Office Manager’s Report*  
• Governance Committee 

o Proposed Fire Ordinance revisions.* 
• Utilities Committee 
• Town Liaison 

Other Committee Reports/business (as needed.  None reported as of agenda publication.) 
• Other business 

 
• Comments by members of the public 
• Adjourn 

Warrants:  reminder to Overseers to review and approve December warrants sent electronically for your review and 
available at the meeting for signature by those present. 

*Written materials submitted. 
• Draft December 2023 Overseer Meeting Minutes 
• Treasurer’s Report 
• Ad hoc Audit Committee Report 
• January 2024 Village Agent Report 

o James Butter’s application for access to NVC property and related email correspondence 
• January 2024 Office Manager Report 
• Governance Committee report and draft Fire Ordinance revisions 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83323257818?pwd=VTJaOFZPVXZwWVVJUnRqckVONmVQdz09


Treasurer’s Report  
1/10/2023 

 
• Warrants and Monthly Reports 

o December warrants were provided in advance by the Office Manager.  
o Bank Statements through December 2023 are available in the office.  
o Bank balances are provided separately to the Overseers, Officers and NVC 

Staff by the Office Manager.  
o See information below regarding monthly reports.  

• Monthly Reports 
o Monthly reports were provided by the Office Manager as part of the Board 

package.  Documents included:  
 Statement of Activity by Property 
 Budget vs Actuals by Property  

o Corrections to the General Ledger for 2023 based on the provided monthly 
reports were given to the Office Manager. A copy is attached for 
informational purposes only.   

• Audit  
o 2021 Audit began January 2, 2024, with a meeting with Purdy Powers. Most 

materials needed for the audit were provided by the Office Manager in 
advance of the meeting.  

 Subsequently, Office Manager and Treasurer have put in significant 
effort to provide additional requested documents, research and 
answer audit questions.  

 General, Sewer and Water financial analysis questions were 
answered.  

 2021 Tax Commitment questions were answered with supporting 
documentation provided to the auditors. 

 Documents provided to the auditors are provided to the Overseers as 
background information.  

o Audit Committee (see separate report) met to review status and outstanding 
audit items.  

• NVC Document Archiving  
o It is recommended that the NVC implement a sustainable electronic and 

hardcopy document archiving policy, process and system that is maintained, 
managed, and administered by the NVC Office Staff, including supervising 
any technical support contracts.  

 Recommendation includes Office Manager (or equivalent position) 
having access and control over all NVC related usernames and 
passwords except those that have specific restrictions that preclude 
such access.   

 Recommendation includes having a master list of all NVC associated 
accounts, usernames and who has both administrative responsibility 
as well as access.   



o As background, for the 2021 audit NVC depended on files still maintained by 
the previous accounting firm NR Bookkeeping.  Most files have yet to be 
archived electronically by NVC.    

 Previously, NVC had electronic files on Dropbox.   
 For 2022, electronic files are primarily stored on the Office 

Administrator’s computer.    



Draft NVC 2025 Budget Workshop Agendas  
 

Meeting 1 
1) Budget overview - format, what has been done so far. 
2) Input from the Overseers - specifically review the information requested from 
committee or overseer.  
3) Capital Budget Planning - identifying capital projects that will be included in the 2024 
operating budget. 
4) Wrap up - next steps (updated budget based on input from Meeting 1 and share 
updated budget with Overseers). 
 
Meeting 2 
1) Budget Overview - review what was provided in Meeting 1 and budget impact.  
2) Collect any remaining input from Overseers not provided during Meeting 1.  
3) Review budget sections (not line by line yet, but still major areas).  
4) 2025 Capital Budget projects (if any). 
5) Wrap up. 
 
Meeting 3 
1) Budget Overview. 
2) Collect any outstanding budget information, including capital budget.  
3) Review line by line (with the assumption Meeting 1 & 2 collected the major. 
information so that the Overseers are primarily confirming line items). 
4) Wrap up - focus on finalizing the budget and putting it into a format for discussing 
with the villagers.  
 

 
 



NVC 2021 Audit Commi/ee Report 
 

 
The audit commi/ee met via Zoom on Tuesday, January 9 to discuss the status of the 2021 
Audit and review any outstanding issues. In a/endance were commi/ee members Jeffrey Wilt, 
Janae Novotny, Wendy Huntoon and office manager Trish Parker.  Commi/ee member Fred 
Lincoln was consulted via email.  
 
Specific items discussed included reviewing the auditor’s financial analysis for each department, 
discussing the 2021 tax commitment informaSon, and idenSfying remaining outstanding items.   
 
NVC has asked Purdy Powers, assuming a successful 2021 audit, to schedule the 2022 audit for 
late spring (May) 2024.    
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Northport Village Corporation 
Village Agent Report 

January 14, 2024 Board of Overseers Meeting 
 
Recent activities 
January 9-10 storm assessment 

• Dock/causeway 
o Lost more fiberglass coating on the fender pilings. 
o Some dock planking pulled up.  Nails showing.  May need longer fasteners 

now. 
o One fender piling on the boat float side of the dock is loose and needs to be 

tightened. 
o Waves pulled up a 4x4 dock cap by the lifeguard chair; needs to be reset. 
o The Water Department’s water pipe running under the dock is broken and 

need to be replaced. 
o Railing on south side of the causeway was loosened and needs repair. 
o Rocks at end of causeway need to be reset and washed away gravel replaced. 
o On south side of causeway, waves washed away grass and loam; new loam 

and grass seed needed. 
o More crushed stone needed on walkway to replace what was washed away. 
o Current high tides are reaching the level of the dock planking. The next major 

dock rebuild should raise the dock. 
• Causeway/seawall/riprap behind treatment plant building to yacht club area 

o Large amount of seaweed, logs and debris piled up.  Cleared debris washed 
up on the circle in the way of traffic.   

o Plan to wait until after the storm expected this weekend to see how much 
debris moved out and somewhere else by the waves, and will clean up.  From 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant to the yacht club area:  need to assess how 
to move largest items while avoiding parking/working on top of the sewer 
tanks.  May leave this area until spring and hope that large trees and logs are 
washed away. 

• North shore 
o Waves washed out area behind the seawall where small watercraft are 

stored and washed out the boat ramp area.  Anticipating future washouts this 
winter, will plan to wait until spring to fill in these areas. 

• Lab and water shed on Bluff Road:  two trees uprooted and fell on the building; 
assessing damage. 

• Auditorium and Bayview Parks suffered additional erosion. 
Additional recent activities 

• Continuing to assess and consider improvement of Bayview Park storm 
drain/outfall adjacent to Oberg’s property.  Because of abundance of heavy rains the 
last couple of years and severity of winter storms hitting at high tide, the storm 
drain/outfall needs help.  Any of the fixes I have thought about must be consistent 
with recommendations we expect from the engineer hired by the Town to assess 
shoreline erosion.  Whatever plans the Village decides on, I recommend restricting 
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the area to storm drain/outfall purposes and no longer allow public access for 
construction on shoreline cottages. 

• Shopping for new, additional AED to keep in Community Hall, as approved in 2024 
budget. 
 

Parks  
• Ruggles Park playground. Playground needs more chips – in addition to what we 

recently put down.  The cedar chips used on the playground are made in Canada.  
Not practical to buy them directly; we must purchase through a 3rd party. Need to fill 
areas under swings with crusher dust. 

• Ruggles Park:  Looking into removing rotten stumps at some point in the future. 
• Bayview Park and Auditorium Park:  We lost some shoreline embankment at the 

bottom of these parks.  Will need to have a soils engineer assess possible 
stabilization.  See Infrastructure Committee report and grant application activities. 

• All parks:  Park benches need to be repositioned (close to existing locations) 
because they have settled.  May need to fill holes when they are repositioned. 

 
Wharf, floats and Ruggles Park seawall 

• Wharf:  Still waiting for Prock Marine to schedule routine maintenance.  
• Signage:  Boat float and fishing signs being worked on.   
• Dock Building:  Looking tired.  Needs scraping and new paint. 
 

Roads 
• Sander and plow: Had to replace sander motor (total parts and labor: $1591.63). 

Original motor lasted 7 years under harsh conditions.  We should plan to replace 
sander in 3 years.  Plow should be replaced sooner.  

• General road maintenance: Planned maintenance has been completed 
• Property owner complaints about water runoff from village roads:  Whenever I have 

an opportunity, I advise property owners building new structures or doing major 
remodels to build their foundations higher than the crest of the road grade to avoid 
flooding.  Property owners who ignore this advice then complain that runoff from 
the road floods their property and they want the village to do something about it.   

   
Miscellaneous 

• Needed electrical work:  Received the following estimates for needed electrical 
work: 

o Maintenance building:  $1300.61 
o Lab/water shed: $954.76 
o Community Hall (meeting room, office and hallway): $1350.08 
o Community Hall (upstairs stage area-to install proper wiring for fans added 

by Bayside Arts): $936.18 
Waiting for electrician’s insurance information and then will schedule the work. 

• Fence around the fire pond:  The frost had picked up the concrete posts and the 
fence was falling over before the tree fell on it.  Replacing the fence was on a “10-
year plan” that was never funded.  A temporary fix is no longer possible.  The fence 
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needs to be replaced as soon as possible for safety reasons.  First estimate about 
$20,000.  I’m looking for another estimate. 

• I continue to field calls from private contractors working throughout the Village on 
current and planned projects in the Village. 

• I continue to deal with various villagers with issues they want addressed. 
• Cradle Row:  Still waiting for Overseers’ decision for a plan, money and new signage 

for planned future Cradle Row/Grove Street use.  
o If Cradle Row will continue to be used for parking, we need to prune trees.  A 

villager recently notified us that a falling tree limb damaged their car when it 
was parked in Cradle Row.  

 
Village projects/needs on the near and far horizon with budget implications 

• Floats replacement:  It is still time to begin setting aside and saving money to 
replace the floats; they are starting to show their age.    

 
Utilities 

• Usual tasks, including working with DigSafe on construction projects, including 
State work on Route 1. 

• My cell phone:  Plumbers have given my cell number to some owners, who call me at 
night and on weekends. My cell phone is also my personal phone.  If you have my 
number, do not give it out to anyone.  The Village office phone is the right 
number to use for Village business. 

 
 
Submitted by Bill Paige, Village Agent. 





































SUMMARY OF MATERIAL REVISIONS TO THE 
NORTHPORT VILLAGE CORPORATION FIRE ORDINANCE 

(Prepared for the March ●, 2024 Public Hearing) 

1 

GOALS FOR REVISION 

 Clarification of permits required.
 Clarification of types of fires.
 Clarification of restrictions on fire locations.
 Conformance with other NVC ordinances.

SUMMARY OF MATERIAL PROPOSED CHANGES 

The following list of proposed changes to the existing NVC Fire Ordinance is not exhaustive but 
represents what the Governance Committee deems to be the most material changes to the existing 
ordinance.  This list of changes may exclude changes that a reader might consider material.  This list is 
meant to serve as a companion to the publicly available document that redlines the proposed ordinance 
against the existing ordinance. 

1. Clarification that references to fireplaces are meant to only reference outdoor fireplaces.
[Section II.3]

2. Clarification that restrictions on fire pits and outdoor fireplaces exempt those fueled by propane
or natural gas. [Section II.3]

3. Clarification that the 75’ restriction for fire pit or fireplace use or the burning of vegetation is in
relation to structures on adjacent property, not on the firetender’s own property. [Sections II.3
and II.9]

4. Elimination of the requirement that fire pits and outdoor fireplaces must have a grate or screen
to prevent sparks from escaping in favor of a favor of a general requirement that they must be
properly controlled and tended so that sparks and debris cannot escape the immediate area.
[Section II.3]

5. Movement of certain provisions previously located under “small recreational campfires” to
general provisions that apply to all fires regulated by the ordinance, including not leaving a fire
unattended, completely extinguishing a fire when no longer in use, and having suitable
extinguishment equipment and a communicating device. [new Sections II.5 and II.6]

6. Clarification of what constitutes a “small recreational campfire” and a “large fire,” that both
types of fires may only be located in the intertidal zone (which has been defined), and that
combustible matter includes materials, structures, vehicles, and watercraft. [Sections II.7 and
II.8]

7. Modification of the location restriction on large fires (bonfires) from 75’ to 25’ from any
vegetation or other combustible material, structure, vehicle or watercraft. [Section II.8.b]

8. Updating and incorporation of the “Be Fire Smart” flyer, including clarification of what fires
require permits and from whom. [Attachment to Ordinance

summary-of-material-proposed-changes-to-fire-ordinance v2023-11-15
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FIRE ORDINANCE 
NORTHPORT VILLAGE CORPORATION 

[Citizens’ Note: A separate ordinance bans the use of fireworks within the borders of Northport 
Village.] 

Bayside is a densely populated village where the majority of the housing stock is over 100 years 
old and of wooden construction, thereby posing an inherent danger of fire spreading as a result of 
any stray spark or flame. Several times in Bayside’s history, fires have rapidly spread and 
devastated clusters of cottages. This reason alone warrants the regulation of any fire pits and open 
fires. In addition, wood smoke from open fires are irritants to lungs, eyes, and skin and contain 
carcinogens. Therefore, in accordance with State laws, the Village of Bayside adopts the following 
ordinance to control and to limit outdoor fires. 

Preamble 

The State of Maine Laws govern, in part, the imposition of limits and regulations on outdoor 
burning of all kinds. They also permit governing bodies such as the Village to adopt rules, 
regulations, and ordinances regarding the same. 

I. STATE LAW:

Maine State Law (12 M.R.S. § 9325) provides:

1. Permissible open burning with permit. When not prohibited by statute, rule of any state
agency or local ordinance, the types of burning described in this subsection are allowed
provided that a permit has been obtained from the town forest fire warden or from the forest
ranger having jurisdiction over the location where the fire is to be set. The burning must be
conducted according to the terms and conditions of the permit and may not create a nuisance.
A permit is required for: [emphasis added]

A. Recreational campfires kindled when the ground is not covered by snow;
B. Fires in conjunction with holiday and festive celebrations;
C. Burning of solid or liquid fuels and structures for research or bona fide instruction and

training of municipal, volunteer and industrial firefighters when conducted under the direct
control and supervision of qualified instructors;

D. Burning for agricultural purposes including, but not limited to, open burning of blueberry
fields, potato tops and hayfields and prescribed burning for timberland management;

E. Out-of-door burning of wood wastes as defined in Section 9324, Subsection 7-A and
painted and unpainted wood from construction and demolition debris in the open or in an
incinerator with a primary chamber volume no greater than 133 cubic feet or 1,000 gallons
that is not licensed by the Department of Environmental Protection;

F. Open burning of leaves, brush, deadwood and tree cuttings accrued from normal property
maintenance by the individual landowner or lessee of the land unless expressly prohibited
by municipal ordinance;

G. Burning on site for the disposal of wood wastes and painted and unpainted wood from
construction and demolition debris generated from the clearing of any land or by the
erection, modification, maintenance, demolition or construction of any highway, railroad,
power line, communication line, pipeline, building or development;

nvc-fire-ordinance - Draft v2023-11-15
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H. Burning for hazard reduction purposes such as, but not limited to, the burning of grass 
fields; 

I. Burning for the containment or control of spills of gasoline, kerosene, heating oil or similar 
petroleum products; 

J. The burning of wood wastes and painted and unpainted wood from construction and 
demolition debris at solid waste facilities; and 

K. The burning of empty containers, including fiberboard boxes and paper bags, previously 
containing explosives and being disposed of in accordance with the provisions of Title 25, 
Section 2472. 

 
2. Permissible open burning without permit. When not prohibited by state rule, local ordinance 

or water utility regulation, the following types of burning are permissible without a permit if 
no nuisance is created: 

 
A. Recreational campfires kindled when the ground is covered by snow or on frozen bodies 

of water; 
B. Residential use of outdoor grills and fireplaces for recreational purposes such as preparing 

food; and 
C. Use of outdoor grills and fireplaces for recreational purposes such as preparing food at 

commercial campgrounds in organized towns as long as the commercial campgrounds are 
licensed by the health engineering division of the Department of Human Services. 

 
II. LOCAL ORDINANCE 

Scope of Ordinance: This Ordinance governs any and all outdoor fires within the geographic 
limits of the Northport Village Corporation, regardless of whether they occur on private or 
public property. It is promulgated pursuant to the Charter of the Northport Village Corporation, 
1915 P.L. Ch. 136 and the Bylaws of the Village as most recently amended in 2022, and in 
accordance with the terms and provisions of 12 M.R.S. § 9325, as amended. 

 
1. When a fire requires the issuance of a permit under State Law 12 M.R.S. § 9325(1) and/or 

approval of the Board of Overseers of the Village under this Ordinance, the applicant must 
obtain that permit from the Town of Northport or the Maine Forest Service and approval of the 
Board of Overseers of the Village in accordance with their rules and ordinances. [Citizens’ 
note: The Board of Overseers generally only meets once per month, so sufficient 
advanced planning is recommended.] 

 
2. To the extent that this ordinance prohibits any fire, the fact that the Town has issued a permit 

shall not be relied on to proceed with a fire. (A State permit is necessary, but not sufficient.) 
 
3. No fire pits or outdoor fireplaces (by these or by any other names) fueled by combustible 

material other than propane or natural gas are allowed to be used within the geographic limits 
of the Village except those more than 75 feet from any structure on any adjacent property. All 
fire pits and fireplaces must be properly controlled and tended to so that sparks and debris do 
not escape to the immediate area. Definition: a fire pit is an outdoor, permanent or semi-
permanent, structure composed of non-combustible materials (metal, stone, terra cotta, etc.) 
used for containing an open fire, whether or not used for the preparation of food. 

 

nvc-fire-ordinance - Draft v2023-11-15
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4. Outdoor grills used for the preparation of food are permitted, provided that they are properly 
monitored. 

 
5. Under no circumstances shall a fire be left unattended. When it is no longer in use, the fire 

shall be completely extinguished. 
 
6. The person tending the fire shall have suitable equipment to extinguish a fire should it spread, 

become dangerous, or be longer needed and shall have a communicating device capable of 
contacting emergency services (911). 

 
7. Small recreational campfires 

a. Small recreational campfires, whether on public or private property, require a State fire 
permit (see 12 M.R.S. § 9325(2)), but are exempt from requiring an Overseers’ 
approval provided they meet the following terms and conditions: For the purpose of 
this Ordinance, a small recreational campfire shall be a fire no larger than two feet in 
diameter with flames that shall at no time extend further than two feet above the ground. 
Anything larger will be determined to be a large fire, or bonfire, and subject to 
paragraph II.8. 

b. A small recreational campfire shall be located only in the intertidal zone and shall be 
located at least 25 feet away from any upland vegetation or other combustible material, 
structure, vehicle, or watercraft.  The intertidal zone is that portion of the beach between 
the low and high tide water levels. [Citizens’ note: Two locations that satisfy these 
requirements at low or mid tide are on the beach in front of lower Bayview Park 
and on the beach between the wharf and residences on Park Row, again at least 
25 feet from any upland vegetation or other combustible material, structure, 
vehicle, or watercraft.] 

 
8. Large fires 

a. Large fires, commonly known as bonfires, may not occur anywhere in the Village, 
including private property, unless the Board of Overseers has granted permission 
therefor. Application for such permission must expressly state the proposed date and 
specific proposed location for the bonfire and the provisions for safety to which the 
applicant will adhere. Such bonfires also require the issuance of a permit by the Town 
of Northport or the Maine Forest Service in accordance with 12 M.R.S. § 9325(1). 

b. A large recreational fire (bonfire) shall be located only in the intertidal zone, and shall 
be located at least 25 feet away from any upland vegetation or other combustible 
material, structure, vehicle or watercraft. 

 
9. No outdoor burning of trash, garbage, or other household waste shall be permitted within the 

geographic limits of the Village. The open burning of leaves, brush, deadwood and tree cuttings 
accrued from normal property maintenance by the individual landowner or lessee of the land 
requires a burning permit issued by the Town and is prohibited within the boundaries of the 
Village unless the fire is located more than 75 feet from any structure on an adjacent property. 

 
10. It is the responsibility of the property owner that any occupants are aware of this ordinance and 

that their behavior is in compliance with this ordinance. 
 

nvc-fire-ordinance - Draft v2023-11-15
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11. Enforcement: A written violation of this Ordinance may be issued by any Village 
employee and shall be enforceable by the Overseers. 
 

12. Penalties: Persons found to have violated this ordinance, after hearing, are subject to a fine 
of up to $1,000 per violation. 
 

13. Repeal of Prior Ordinances: Any and all prior ordinances or parts thereof or written policies or 
procedures heretofore adopted by the Board of Overseers which are in conflict with the provisions of 
this Ordinance shall be repealed as of the effective date of this Ordinance.  
 

14. Validity and Severability: Should any section(s) or provision(s) of this Ordinance be declared by the 
courts to be invalid or non-enforceable, such decision shall not invalidate any other section or provision 
of this Ordinance. 
 

15. Adoption and Effective Date: This Ordinance shall become effective [Month] [Date], 2024. 
 
Attest: _______________________________________ 
Maureen Einstein, Clerk 
Northport Village Corporation  
Enacted [Month] [Date], 2024 by vote of Board of Overseers of the Northport Village Corporation. 
 

 
Adopted August 14, 2007 
Amended: June 17, 2018 

Amended: [Month] 
[Date], 2024 

 
Attachment: “Be Fire Smart” flyer. 
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Be Fire Smart! 
Bayside is filled with old, beautiful, wooden houses. We have had devastating fires in the past, and we 
are always alert to the potential for stray sparks and fires. Wood smoke from a fire without a permit can 
trigger a “false alarm,” requiring the Fire Department to needlessly mobilize and respond. Every cottage 
should have a copy of the Northport Village Corporation Fire Ordinance.  A copy may also be obtained 
at the Village Office or at www.nvcmaine.org. Some of these rules are state law; some are just common 
sense; all of them make for a safer Bayside! 

There are basically four types of controlled fires: 
 

Fire Type 
Do I need a state 

permit? 
Do I need permission from the 

NVC Board of Overseers? 

1. Large fire (bonfire) Yes (1) Yes (2) 

2. Small recreational 
campfire 

Yes (1) 

No, if no more than two feet in 
diameter and with flames that do not 
extend more than two feet above the 

ground. Otherwise, see above for 
large fire. (2) (3) 

3. Fire pit or fireplace No 
No, but must be at least 75 feet from 

any structure on any adjacent 
property. 

4. Grill No No, but must be monitored. 

 
(1) State fire permits are available at the Northport Town Hall or the Maine Forest Service. 
(2) Large fires and small recreational campfires must be on the Intertidal Zone (that is, between the high and low water marks), at least 25 

feet from any upland vegetation or other combustible material, structure, vehicle, or watercraft. 
(3) Permit holder is responsible for maintaining the dimensional limitations of the fire at all times 

 
Remember: NEVER leave your fires unattended. When done, extinguish your fire completely. Always keep a cell 

phone and fire extinguishing equipment at hand. 
 

Violating our Fire Ordinance can result in fines of up to $1,000. 
 

Questions? Stop by the Northport Village Corporation office! 
 

 

[December 2023] 
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ADOPTED AS AMENDED: 6/17/2018 

FIRE ORDINANCE 
NORTHPORT VILLAGE CORPORATION 

[Citizens’ Note: A separate ordinance bans the use of fireworks within the borders of Northport 
Village.] 

Bayside is a densely populated village where the majority of the housing stock is over 100 years 
old, and of wooden, balloon construction;, thereby posing an inherent danger of fire spreading as 
a result of any stray spark or flame. Several times in Bayside’s history, fires have rapidly spread 
and devastated clusters of cottages. This reason alone warrants the prohibitionregulation of any 
fire pits and open fires. In addition, wood smoke and fly-ash from open fires are irritants to lungs, 
eyes, and skin; and a proven carcinogencontain carcinogens. Therefore, in accordance with State 
laws, the Village of Bayside adopts the following ordinance to control and to limit the kindling of 
outdoor fires. 

Preamble 

The State of Maine Laws govern, in part, the imposition of limits and regulations on outdoor 
burning of all kinds. ItThey also permitspermit governing bodies such as the Village to adopt 
rules, regulations, and ordinances regarding the same. 

I. STATE LAW:

Maine State Law (12 M.R.S. § 9325) provides:

1. Permissible open burning with permit. When not prohibited by statute, rule of any state
agency or local ordinance, the types of burning described in this subsection are allowed
provided that a permit has been obtained from the town forest fire warden or from the forest
ranger having jurisdiction over the location where the fire is to be set. The burning must be
conducted according to the terms and conditions of the permit and may not create a nuisance.
A permit is required for : [emphasis added]

A. Recreational campfires kindled when the ground is not covered by snow;
B. Fires in conjunction with holiday and festive celebrations;
C. Burning of solid or liquid fuels and structures for research or bona fide instruction and

training of municipal, volunteer and industrial firefighters when conducted under the direct
control and supervision of qualified instructors;

D. Burning for agricultural purposes including, but not limited to, open burning of blueberry
fields, potato tops and hayfields and prescribed burning for timberland management;

E. Out-of-door burning of wood wastes as defined in Section 9324, Subsection 7-A and
painted and unpainted wood from construction and demolition debris in the open or in an
incinerator with a primary chamber volume no greater than 133 cubic feet or 1,000 gallons
that is not licensed by the Department of Environmental Protection;

F. Open burning of leaves, brush, deadwood and tree cuttings accrued from normal property
maintenance by the individual landowner or lessee of the land unless expressly prohibited
by municipal ordinance;

G. Burning on site for the disposal of wood wastes and painted and unpainted wood from
construction and demolition debris generated from the clearing of any land or by the
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erection, modification, maintenance, demolition or construction of any highway, railroad, 
power line, communication line, pipeline, building or development; 
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H. Burning for hazard reduction purposes such as, but not limited to, the burning of grass 
fields; 

I. Burning for the containment or control of spills of gasoline, kerosene, heating oil or similar 
petroleum products; 

J. The burning of wood wastes and painted and unpainted wood from construction and 
demolition debris at solid waste facilities; and 

K. The burning of empty containers, including fiberboard boxes and paper bags, previously 
containing explosives and being disposed of in accordance with the provisions of Title 25, 
Section 2472. 

 
2. Permissible open burning without permit. When not prohibited by state rule, local ordinance 

or water utility regulation, the following types of burning are permissible without a permit if 
no nuisance is created: 

 
A. Recreational campfires kindled when the ground is covered by snow or on frozen bodies 

of water; 
B. Residential use of outdoor grills and fireplaces for recreational purposes such as preparing 

food; and 
C. Use of outdoor grills and fireplaces for recreational purposes such as preparing food at 

commercial campgrounds in organized towns as long as the commercial campgrounds are 
licensed by the health engineering division of the Department of Human Services. 

 
II. LOCAL ORDINANCE 

Scope of Ordinance: This Ordinance governs any and all outdoor fires within the geographic 
limits of the Northport Village Corporation, regardless of whether they occur on private or 
public property. It is promulgated pursuant to Thethe Charter of the Northport  Village 
Corporation, 1915 P.L. chCh. 136 and the By-LawsBylaws of the Village as most recently 
promulgatedamended in 20172022, and in accordance with the terms and provisions of 12 
M.R.S.A.§ § 9325, as amended. 

 
1. When a fire requires the issuance of a permit under State Law 12 M.R.S. § 9325(1),) and/or 

approval of the Board of Overseers of the Village under this Ordinance, the applicant must 
obtain that permit from the Town of Northport or the Maine Forest Service and approval of the 
Board of Overseers of the Village in accordance with itstheir rules and ordinances and then the 
applicant must apply for permission from the. [Citizens’ note: The Board of Overseers of 
the Village in accordance with this ordinance.generally only meets once per month, so 
sufficient advanced planning is recommended.] 

 
2. To the extent that this ordinance prohibits any fire, the fact that the Town has issued a permit 

shall not be relied on to proceed with a fire. (A State permit is necessary, but not sufficient.) 
 
3. No fire pits, fire places or outdoor fireplaces (by these or by any other names) fueled by 

combustible material other than propane or natural gas are allowed to be used anywhere within 
the geographic limits of the Village except those more than 75 feet from any abutting structure 
or dwelling.on any adjacent property. All fire pits and fireplaces must have a grate or screen 
covering the fire at all times so asbe properly controlled and tended to preventso that sparks 
and debris escapingdo not escape to the pitimmediate area. Definition: a fire pit is an outdoor, 
permanent or semi-permanent, structure composed of non-combustible materials (metal, stone, 
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terra cotta, and etc).) used for containing an open fire, whether or not used for the preparation 
of food. 

 
4. Outdoor grills used for the preparation of food are permitted, provided that they are properly 

monitored. [Citizens note: Any “home built” grill will be considered a fire pit] 
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5. Large fires commonly known as Bonfires may not occur anywhere in the Village, including 
private property, unless the Board of Overseers has granted permission therefor. Application 
for such permission must expressly state the proposed date and specific proposed location for 
the Bonfire and the provisions for safety which the applicant will adhere to. Such Bonfires also 
require the issuance of a permit by the Town of Northport in accordance with 12 M.R.S. 
§ 9325(1) 

 
6. Small Campfires or recreational fires, whether on any public or private property, require a State 

fire permit (see 12 M.R.S. § 9325(2)), but are exempt from requiring an Overseer’s approval 
provided they meet the following terms and conditions: Definition:  a campfire  shall be no 
larger than two feet in diameter, and the flames shall at no time extend to no further than two 
feet above the ground. Anything larger will be determined to be a bonfire. 

 
a.5. Under no circumstances shall a fire be left unattended. When it is no longer in use, the fire 

shall be completely and thoroughly extinguished. 
 
6. The campfire person tending the fire shall have suitable equipment to extinguish a fire should 

it spread, become dangerous, or be longer needed and shall have a communicating device 
capable of contacting emergency services (911). 

 
7. Small recreational fire shall campfires 

a. Small recreational campfires, whether on public or private property, require a State fire 
permit (see 12 M.R.S. § 9325(2)), but are exempt from requiring an Overseers’ 
approval provided they meet the following terms and conditions: For the purpose of 
this Ordinance, a small recreational campfire shall be a fire no larger than two feet in 
diameter with flames that shall at no time extend further than two feet above the ground. 
Anything larger will be determined to be a large fire, or bonfire, and subject to 
paragraph II.8. 

b. A small recreational campfire shall be located only in the intertidal zone and shall be 
located at least twenty-five25 feet away from any upland vegetation or other 
combustible matter. material, structure, vehicle, or watercraft.  The intertidal zone is 
that portion of the beach between the low and high tide water levels. [Citizens’ note: 
Two locations that satisfy these requirements at low or mid tide are on the beach 
in front of lower Bayview Park and on the beach between the wharf and residences 
on Park Row, again at least 25 feet from any upland vegetation or other 
combustible matter.material, structure, vehicle, or watercraft.] 

 
8. Large firesIn addition 

a. Large fires, commonly known as bonfires, may not occur anywhere in the Village, 
including private property, unless the Board of Overseers has granted permission 
therefor. Application for such permission must expressly state the proposed date and 
specific proposed location for the bonfire and the provisions for safety to beingwhich 
the applicant will adhere. Such bonfires also require the issuance of a permit by the 
Town of Northport or the Maine Forest Service in accordance with 12 M.R.S. § 
9325(1). 

c.b. A large recreational fire (bonfire) shall be located only in the intertidal zone, the 
campfire or recreational fire and shall be located at least seventy-five25 feet away from 
any dwelling, boatupland vegetation or other combustible material, structure. Citizens’ 
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note: The wharf measures seventy-five (75) feet from the causeway end to the deep 
water end, vehicle or watercraft. 

 
d. The person tending the fire shall have suitable equipment to extinguish a fire should it 

spread, become dangerous, or is no longer needed; and shall have a communicating 
device capable of contacting emergency services (911). 

 
7.9. No outdoor burning of trash, garbage, or other household waste, shall be permitted within the 

geographic limits of the Village. The open burning of leaves, brush, deadwood and tree cuttings 
accrued from normal property maintenance by the individual landowner or lessee of the land 
requires a burning permit issued by the Town and is prohibited within the boundaries of the 
Village unless the fire is located more than 75 feet from an abuttingany structure on an adjacent 
property. 

 
8.10. It is the responsibility of the property owner that any occupants are aware of this ordinance 

and that their behavior is in compliance with this ordinance. 
 
11. Enforcement: A written violation of this Ordinance may be issued by any Village 

employee and shall be enforceable by the Overseers. 
 

9.12. Penalties: Persons found to have violated this ordinance, after hearing, are subject to a fine 
of up to $1,000 per violation. 
 

13. Repeal of Prior Ordinances: Any and all prior ordinances or parts thereof or written policies or 
procedures heretofore adopted by the Board of Overseers which are in conflict with the provisions of 
this Ordinance shall be repealed as of the effective date of this Ordinance.  
 

14. Validity and Severability: Should any section(s) or provision(s) of this Ordinance be declared by the 
courts to be invalid or non-enforceable, such decision shall not invalidate any other section or provision 
of this Ordinance. 
 

15. Adoption and Effective Date: This Ordinance shall become effective [Month] [Date], 2024. 
 
Attest: _______________________________________ 
Maureen Einstein, Clerk 
Northport Village Corporation  
Enacted [Month] [Date], 2024 by vote of Board of Overseers of the Northport Village Corporation. 
 

 
Adopted August 14, 2007 
Amended: June 17, 2018. 

Amended: [Month] 
[Date], 2024 

 
Attachment: “Be Fire Smart” flyer. 
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Be Fire Smart! 
Bayside is filled with old, beautiful, wooden houses. We have had devastating fires in the past, and we 
are always alert to the potential for stray sparks and fires. Wood smoke from a fire without a permit can 
trigger a “false alarm,” requiring the Fire Department to needlessly mobilize and respond. Every cottage 
should have a copy of the Northport Village Corporation Fire Ordinance.  A copy may also be obtained 
at the Village Office or at www.nvcmaine.org. Some of these rules are state law; some are just common 
sense; all of them make for a safer Bayside! 

There are basically four types of controlled fires: 
 

Fire Type 
Do I need a state 

permit? 
Do I need permission from the 

NVC Board of Overseers? 

1. Large fire (bonfire) Yes (1) Yes (2) 

2. Small recreational 
campfire 

Yes (1) 

No, if no more than two feet in 
diameter and with flames that do not 
extend more than two feet above the 

ground. Otherwise, see above for 
large fire. (2) (3) 

3. Fire pit or fireplace No 
No, but must be at least 75 feet from 

any structure on any adjacent 
property. 

4. Grill No No, but must be monitored. 

 
(1) State fire permits are available at the Northport Town Hall or the Maine Forest Service. 
(2) Large fires and small recreational campfires must be on the Intertidal Zone (that is, between the high and low water marks), at least 25 

feet from any upland vegetation or other combustible material, structure, vehicle, or watercraft. 
(3) Permit holder is responsible for maintaining the dimensional limitations of the fire at all times 

 
Remember: NEVER leave your fires unattended. When done, extinguish your fire completely. Always keep a cell 

phone and fire extinguishing equipment at hand. 
 

Violating our Fire Ordinance can result in fines of up to $1,000. 
 

Questions? Stop by the Northport Village Corporation office! 
 

 

[December 2023] 
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ADOPTED AS AMENDED: ●/●/2023 

FIRE ORDINANCE 
NORTHPORT VILLAGE CORPORATION 

[[Citizens’ Note: A separate ordinance bans the use of fireworks within the borders of 
Northport Village.] 

Bayside is a densely populated village where the majority of the housing stock is over 100 years 
old and of wooden construction, thereby posing an inherent danger of fire spreading as a result of 
any stray spark or flame. Several times in Bayside’s history, fires have rapidly spread and 
devastated clusters of cottages. This reason alone warrants the regulation of any fire pits and open 
fires. In addition, wood smoke from open fires are irritants to lungs, eyes, and skin and contain 
carcinogens. Therefore, in accordance with State laws, the Village of Bayside adopts the following 
ordinance to control and to limit outdoor fires. 

Preamble 

The State of Maine Laws govern, in part, the imposition of limits and regulations on outdoor 
burning of all kinds. They also permit governing bodies such as the Village to adopt rules, 
regulations, and ordinances regarding the same. 

I. STATE LAW:

Maine State Law (12 M.R.S. § 9325) provides:

1. Permissible open burning with permit. When not prohibited by statute, rule of any state
agency or local ordinance, the types of burning described in this subsection are allowed
provided that a permit has been obtained from the town forest fire warden or from the forest
ranger having jurisdiction over the location where the fire is to be set. The burning must be
conducted according to the terms and conditions of the permit and may not create a nuisance.
A permit is required for: [emphasis added]

A. Recreational campfires kindled when the ground is not covered by snow;
B. Fires in conjunction with holiday and festive celebrations;
C. Burning of solid or liquid fuels and structures for research or bona fide instruction and

training of municipal, volunteer and industrial firefighters when conducted under the direct
control and supervision of qualified instructors;

D. Burning for agricultural purposes including, but not limited to, open burning of blueberry
fields, potato tops and hayfields and prescribed burning for timberland management;

E. Out-of-door burning of wood wastes as defined in Section 9324, Subsection 7-A and
painted and unpainted wood from construction and demolition debris in the open or in an
incinerator with a primary chamber volume no greater than 133 cubic feet or 1,000 gallons
that is not licensed by the Department of Environmental Protection;

F. Open burning of leaves, brush, deadwood and tree cuttings accrued from normal property
maintenance by the individual landowner or lessee of the land unless expressly prohibited
by municipal ordinance;

G. Burning on site for the disposal of wood wastes and painted and unpainted wood from
construction and demolition debris generated from the clearing of any land or by the
erection, modification, maintenance, demolition or construction of any highway, railroad,
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power line, communication line, pipeline, building or development; 
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H. Burning for hazard reduction purposes such as, but not limited to, the burning of grass 
fields; 

I. Burning for the containment or control of spills of gasoline, kerosene, heating oil or similar 
petroleum products; 

J. The burning of wood wastes and painted and unpainted wood from construction and 
demolition debris at solid waste facilities; and 

K. The burning of empty containers, including fiberboard boxes and paper bags, previously 
containing explosives and being disposed of in accordance with the provisions of Title 25, 
Section 2472. 

 
2. Permissible open burning without permit. When not prohibited by state rule, local ordinance 

or water utility regulation, the following types of burning are permissible without a permit if 
no nuisance is created: 

 
A. Recreational campfires kindled when the ground is covered by snow or on frozen bodies 

of water; 
B. Residential use of outdoor grills and fireplaces for recreational purposes such as preparing 

food; and 
C. Use of outdoor grills and fireplaces for recreational purposes such as preparing food at 

commercial campgrounds in organized towns as long as the commercial campgrounds are 
licensed by the health engineering division of the Department of Human Services. 

 
II. LOCAL ORDINANCE 

Scope of Ordinance: This Ordinance governs any and all outdoor fires within the geographic 
limits of the Northport Village Corporation, regardless of whether they occur on private or 
public property. It is promulgated pursuant to the Charter of the Northport Village Corporation, 
1915 P.L. Ch. 136 and the Bylaws of the Village as most recently amended in 2022, and in 
accordance with the terms and provisions of 12 M.R.S. § 9325, as amended. 

 
1. When a fire requires the issuance of a permit under State Law 12 M.R.S. § 9325(1) and/or 

approval of the Board of Overseers of the Village under this Ordinance, the applicant must 
obtain that permit from the Town of Northport or the Maine Forest Service and approval of the 
Board of Overseers of the Village in accordance with their rules and ordinances. [Citizens’ 
note: The Board of Overseers generally only meets once per month, so sufficient 
advanced planning is recommended.] 

 
2. To the extent that this ordinance prohibits any fire, the fact that the Town has issued a permit 

shall not be relied on to proceed with a fire. (A State permit is necessary, but not sufficient.) 
 
3. No fire pits or outdoor fireplaces (by these or by any other names) fueled by combustible 

material other than propane or natural gas are allowed to be used within the geographic limits 
of the Village except those more than 75 feet from any structure on any adjacent property. All 
fire pits and fireplaces must be properly controlled and tended to so that sparks and debris do 
not escape to the immediate area. Definition: a fire pit is an outdoor, permanent or semi-
permanent, structure composed of non-combustible materials (metal, stone, terra cotta, etc.) 
used for containing an open fire, whether or not used for the preparation of food. 
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4. Outdoor grills used for the preparation of food are permitted, provided that they are properly 
monitored. 

 
5. Under no circumstances shall a fire be left unattended. When it is no longer in use, the fire 

shall be completely extinguished. 
 
6. The person tending the fire shall have suitable equipment to extinguish a fire should it spread, 

become dangerous, or be longer needed and shall have a communicating device capable of 
contacting emergency services (911). 

 
7. Small recreational campfires 

a. Small recreational campfires, whether on public or private property, require a State fire 
permit (see 12 M.R.S. § 9325(2)), but are exempt from requiring an Overseers’ 
approval provided they meet the following terms and conditions: For the purpose of 
this Ordinance, a small recreational campfire shall be a fire no larger than two feet in 
diameter with flames that shall at no time extend further than two feet above the ground. 
Anything larger will be determined to be a large fire, or bonfire, and subject to 
paragraph II.8. 

b. A small recreational campfire shall be located only in the intertidal zone and shall be 
located at least 25 feet away from any upland vegetation or other combustible material, 
structure, vehicle, or watercraft.  The intertidal zone is that portion of the beach between 
the low and high tide water levels. [Citizens’ note: Two locations that satisfy these 
requirements at low or mid tide are on the beach in front of lower Bayview Park 
and on the beach between the wharf and residences on Park Row, again at least 
25 feet from any upland vegetation or other combustible material, structure, 
vehicle, or watercraft.] 

 
8. Large fires 

a. Large fires, commonly known as bonfires, may not occur anywhere in the Village, 
including private property, unless the Board of Overseers has granted permission 
therefor. Application for such permission must expressly state the proposed date and 
specific proposed location for the bonfire and the provisions for safety to which the 
applicant will adhere. Such bonfires also require the issuance of a permit by the Town 
of Northport or the Maine Forest Service in accordance with 12 M.R.S. § 9325(1). 

b. A large recreational fire (bonfire) shall be located only in the intertidal zone, and shall 
be located at least 25 feet away from any upland vegetation or other combustible 
material, structure, vehicle or watercraft. 

 
9. No outdoor burning of trash, garbage, or other household waste shall be permitted within the 

geographic limits of the Village. The open burning of leaves, brush, deadwood and tree cuttings 
accrued from normal property maintenance by the individual landowner or lessee of the land 
requires a burning permit issued by the Town and is prohibited within the boundaries of the 
Village unless the fire is located more than 75 feet from any structure on an adjacent property. 

 
10. It is the responsibility of the property owner that any occupants are aware of this ordinance and 

that their behavior is in compliance with this ordinance. 
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11. Enforcement: A written violation of this Ordinance may be issued by any Village 
employee and shall be enforceable by the Overseers. 
 

11.12. Penalties: Persons found to have violated this ordinance, after hearing, are subject to a 
fine of up to $1,000 per violation. 
 

13. Repeal of Prior Ordinances: Any and all prior ordinances or parts thereof or written policies or 
procedures heretofore adopted by the Board of Overseers which are in conflict with the provisions of 
this Ordinance shall be repealed as of the effective date of this Ordinance.  
 

14. Validity and Severability: Should any section(s) or provision(s) of this Ordinance be declared by the 
courts to be invalid or non-enforceable, such decision shall not invalidate any other section or provision 
of this Ordinance. 
 

15. Adoption and Effective Date: This Ordinance shall become effective [Month] [Date], 2024. 
 
Attest: _______________________________________ 
Maureen Einstein, Clerk 
Northport Village Corporation  
Enacted [Month] [Date], 2024 by vote of Board of Overseers of the Northport Village Corporation. 
 

 
Adopted August 14, 2007 
Amended: June 17, 2018 

Amended: 
●/●/2023[Month] [Date], 

2024 
 

Attachment: “Be Fire Smart” flyer. 
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Be Fire Smart! 
Bayside is filled with old, beautiful, wooden houses. We have had devastating fires in the past, and we 
are always alert to the potential for stray sparks and fires. Wood smoke from a fire without a permit can 
trigger a “false alarm,” requiring the Fire Department to needlessly mobilize and respond. Every cottage 
should have a copy of the Northport Village Corporation Fire Ordinance.  A copy may also be obtained 
at the Village Office or at www.nvcmaine.org. Some of these rules are state law; some are just common 
sense; all of them make for a safer Bayside! 

There are basically four types of controlled fires: 
 

Fire Type 
Do I need a state 

permit? 
Do I need permission from the 

NVC Board of Overseers? 

1. Large fire (bonfire) Yes (1) Yes (2) 

2. Small recreational 
campfire 

Yes (1) 

No, if no more than two feet in 
diameter and with flames that do not 
extend more than two feet above the 

ground. Otherwise, see above for 
large fire. (2) (3) 

3. Fire pit or fireplace No 
No, but must be at least 75 feet from 

any structure on any adjacent 
property. 

4. Grill No No, but must be monitored. 

 
(1) State fire permits are available at the Northport Town Hall or the Maine Forest Service. 
(2) Large fires and small recreational campfires must be on the Intertidal Zone (that is, between the high and low water marks), at least 25 

feet from any upland vegetation or other combustible material, structure, vehicle, or watercraft. 
(3) Permit holder is responsible for maintaining the dimensional limitations of the fire at all times 

 
Remember: NEVER leave your fires unattended. When done, extinguish your fire completely. Always keep a cell 

phone and fire extinguishing equipment at hand. 
 

Violating our Fire Ordinance can incurresult in fines of up to $1,000. 
 

Questions? Stop by the Northport Village Corporation office! 
 

 

[OctoberDecember 2023] 
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